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INTRODUCTION
This issue of Information and Computation contains three papers that were presented in preliminary
form at the Fourth Israeli Symposium on Theory of Computing and Systems (ISTCS’96), which was held
on June 10–11, 1996, in Jerusalem, Israel, as part of the 1996 Israeli Federated Computing Conference
(IFCC’96):
B. Chor and Y. Ishai:
“On privacy and partition arguments”
P. Crescenzi, R. Silvestri, and L. Trevisan:
“On weighted vs. unweighted versions of combinatorial optimization problems”
S. Naor and S. Ruah
“On the decisional complexity of problems over the reals”
The authors of the papers were invited to submit a completed version of their papers for this Spe-
cial Issue. The papers were then refereed according to the usual high standards of Information and
Computation.
I’d like to acknowledge the help of the members of the ISTCS’96 program committee in the selection
of these papers and to thank the authors and the referees for the cooperation in making this Special
Issue possible.
Moshe Y. Vardi
Special Issue Editor
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